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This research guide is intended to 
be a general introduction to 
finding authoritative sources of 
information on biology.

For research assistance send an 
email request to David Hoxie: 

hoxiede@ab.edu

Go to: https://my.ab.edu
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• Reference
– Primary Reference Collection (slides 5-11)

– Encyclopedia of Life Sciences (slides 12-16) 

• Online Library Catalog (slides 17-22)

• Journals
– ProQuest (slides 23-30)

– JSTOR (slides 31-40)

– PubMed Central (slides 41-45)
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Can’t see the Forest for the Tree?

3. Journal articles provide 
detailed in-depth information on a topic.

Vermont

2. Books provide a 
more in-depth overview
of a topic.

1. Encyclopedia articles provide a 
broad general overview of a topic.
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Monarch butterfly - Danaus Plexippas L. (Lepidoptera Danaidae)
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https://my.ab.edu
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The Primary Reference Collection has 
hundreds of college-level 
encyclopedias that are searched 
simultaneously and the results are 
listed by relevance to the search topic.
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TI(Monarch) – search will include the word ‘Monarch’ in 
the title of the article.
TX(Butterf* and Milkweed) – search will include either 
of the words ‘Butterflies or Butterfly’ and the word 
‘Milkweed’ in the text of the article.
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This search, using ‘Monarch’ in the title field 
and ‘Butterfly ‘ in the text field, produced a list 
of 28 articles.
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Search terms can be “nested” within a search field. 
The search above indicates that the words ‘Danaus
plexippus’ should be located next to each other 
within the text of the article and that the word 
‘Milkweed’ must also appear in the text of the 
article.
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This search, using the Monarch Butterfly’s scientific name 
(Danaus plexippus) and Milkweed in the TX(text) search field, 
produced a list of 126 articles. 
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Scroll
Down
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Select 
subject 
categories
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Searching a title field narrows the search to sources most 
likely to have information on your topic. (21 sources 
identified.)

Searching the text field broadens the search to include all sources 
with the keyword(s) in the text of the article.
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Searching the text field broadens the search to include 
all sources with the keyword(s) in the text of the article.
(320 sources identified.)

Searching a title field narrows the search to sources most likely to 
have information on your topic.
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Library Research

Librarians can help with research.

David Hoxie

Librarian

hoxiede@ab.edu
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