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This research guide is intended to 
be a general introduction to finding 
academic sources of information in 
mass communication.

For research assistance send an 
email request to David Hoxie: 

hoxiede@ab.edu

•Primary Reference Collection
• Reference book articles (slides 6-12)

•Online Catalog
• Books (slides 13-22)

• Journal articles
•ProQuest (slides 23-27)

• JSTOR (slides 28-33)

•Psychology & Behavioral Sciences 
(slides 34-38)
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Use this Research Guide as a template for your searches. To complete 
library research on your topic you will need to add to and/or substitute 
search terms for the ones indicated in this Research Guide.

When searching any of the periodicals databases be sure to use the 
TI(Title) and TX(Text) search fields:

TI(Epic): The word ‘Epic’ must appear in the title of the article.

TX(“video games”): The phrase ‘video games’ must appear in the text 
of the article.

Example topic: 

What would be considered an Epic Video Game?

Can’t see the Forest for the Tree?

3. Journal articles provide 
detailed in-depth information on a topic.

Vermont

2. Books provide a more 
in-depth overview of a 
topic.

1. Encyclopedia articles provide a 
broad general overview of a topic.
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https://my.ab.edu
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The Primary Reference Collection
has hundreds of college-level 
encyclopedias that are searched 
simultaneously. The results are listed 
by relevance to the search topic.
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A simple keyword search.
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“…Advertising signs that con you
Into thinking you're the one
That can do what's never been done
That can win what's never been won
Meantime life outside goes on all 
around you….”

Bob Dylan, “It’s Alright, Ma.”



Communications: Research Guide

12

23

24

TI(Call of Duty) – search will 
include the words ‘Call of 
Duty’ in the title of the article.
TX(epic) – search will include 
word ‘epic’ in the text of the 
article.
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Scroll Down.

Choose subject 

categories

“video games” – using quotation marks around words or 
phrases indicates that the search should retrieve an 
article that has those words in the exact order shown.
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“By far the most important in the development of 
Mesopotamian literature are the five poems of the Epic of 
Gilgamesh. This cycle tells the odyssey of a king, Gilgamesh, 
part human and part divine, who seeks immortality.”
“The Development of the Epic” (see slide # 10) 
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David Hoxie
hoxiede@ab.edu

Research Assistance

The Librarian can Help!

mailto:hoxiede@ab.edu

