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This research guide is intended to 
be a general introduction to 
finding authoritative sources of 
information in the social sciences.

For research assistance send an 
email request to David Hoxie: 

hoxiede@ab.edu

• Primary Reference Collection (slides # 4-7)

• Reference book articles

• Online Catalog (slides # 8-15)

• Electronic books

Journal articles

• ProQuest (slides # 16-31)

• Psychology & Behavioral Sciences (slides # 32-36)

• JSTOR (slides # 37-42)

• Lexis-Nexis [important source of legal information and laws] 
(slides # 43-48)

• FBI Uniform Crime Reports - https://ucr.fbi.gov/ (slides # 49-56)
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https://my.ab.edu
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The Primary Reference Collection has 
hundreds of college-level 
encyclopedias that are searched 
simultaneously and the results are 
listed by relevance to the search topic.
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Sample topic for research guide:  police training
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community policing 
is an important part 
of current police 
training
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To access electronic books in the 
Library Catalog from off campus:
Username: abu
Password: abubooks
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TI(police training): search will include the words ‘police’ 
and ‘training’ in the title of the article.
TX(“community policing”): search will include the exact 
phrase ‘community policing’ in the text of the article.
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Use different combinations of 
keywords and TI and TX search 
fields to locate additional 
information on a topic.
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Searches can be limited to specific 
time frames (ex. 2010-2019)
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question* --- * is a truncation symbol
In this search the words ‘survey’ and/or 
‘question’, ‘questions’, ‘questionnaire’, etc. 
will be included in the text of the article.

A survey is an easy way to produce original research 
data on a specific topic. 
One way to identify survey questions is to see what 
questions have been used in research on a similar topic.
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TI(police) – Search will include the word ‘police’ in the title 
of the article.
TX(community and training) – Search will include the words 
‘community’ and ‘training’ in the text of the article.
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Scroll Down.

Choose subject 

categories
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Search
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polic* – Search will include the words 
‘police’ and ‘policing’ in the search results.

Important link for 
information on law near the 
bottom of the search screen.
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Law journal with 12,000 word article on police training and 
legitimacy in the community.
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Online sources of authoritative 
information can be found at 
.gov websites
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https://ucr.fbi.gov/

This portion 
enlarged in 
next slide.
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City Police
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State Police
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David Hoxie
hoxiede@ab.edu

Research Assistance

The Librarian can Help!

mailto:hoxiede@ab.edu

